
Morvern Community Council  

October meeting 
Held by Zoom at 7:00 pm on the 10th of October 2022 after the AGM 

 
Participants 
Tom, Morvern,Janette, Tom, Miles, Jane Young, Henriette, Peter, Douglas, Gillian 
 
Apologies Angus, Annie 
 
1. Minutes of September meeting and matters arising 
Agreed by email prior to meeting. 
 
2. AOB   

Decided to add LLM, School, Primary care at each meeting, Foodbanks and Hospital 
transport. 

Action: Annie to add to add LLM, School and Primary care to agendas for all future 
meetings, 

 
3. Hospital transport – using the electrical car  
Currently you have to leave it at the marina to charge, it might be resolved if a point is put 
at the surgery. Could be there will be a charging point at the surgery for the nurses, 
however unlikely that NHS can pay for community charge. To be brought up with MCDC.  
Jane informed us there is a lot of community funding for charging points. Henriette will 
bring this to MCDC and report concerns relating to hospital transport. We recognize that it’s 
important to have hospital transport. 
 
The car is not always clean, this has been the case twice when used for hospital transport.  
 
Action: Henriette & Morven to take it to MCDC with a formal letter relating to the car, 
specifically raising concerns re cleanliness, availability and charging point. 
 
4. Live Life Morvern Community Plan – MCC role 
Plans are printed and in the hub for reading and available on the Morvern Website. Morven 
Gemmill suggests we need tangible actions and deadlines where possible. MCC is a critical 
representative for the community we should we have a dedicated session and what we can 
take ownership of. According to Douglas Taylor the plan is more of an aspiration as opposed 
to a plan with outlines of steps. Tom Finlay suggested we should be a separate meeting 
dedicated to the plan. We agreed that Morvern is a community at risk, temp primary care, 
gap in Teaching, so we need to focus on how we move forward.  
MCC will set a date for how we can take this forward for when Angus and Annie are back. So 
that MCC has an overall action plan.  
Then we find out ways that all groups in the community can be involved (such as Woodlands 
Trust, Games and Gala Week etc). To ensure any joint up work and joint priorities can be 
assessed and efforts pooled together. 
 



Action: Annie, set a date for CC meeting on LLM 
 
5. Planning applications  
There are no new planning applications for Morvern. The last ones that were submitted has 
been withdrawn. 
Apparently a new planning application is in the pipeline from Roderick James for a new pod, 
on the Drimnin estate. 
In the future Tom will send out new planning applications to all councilors so we can react 
immediately. 
It was suggested that we in the future we might where applicable want to cross reference 
the planning applications to the Community Plan, for sustainability, employment, access etc. 
This would give us a good idea as to how Live Life Morvern is impacting or not.  
 
6. Village tidy up 
Most has been completed by now, a small bit still to be completed. Next year if the same  
get the contract, we need to consider the contract as this year they got paid for 5 cuts and 
they have done 7.  
We all agree that it has made a difference and it looks amazing and it has been something 
the village has been wanting for for some time. The contractors have been getting some 
interference from a few local people, so we need to consider how we ensure this does not 
happen in the future.  
A formal letter to go to the contractors thanking them.  
We make sure in the future only the counselors speak to the contractors and if other 
members of the community have comments that is the route they should communicate via 
the councilors.  
 
Action: Tom Finlay to draft a thank you letter to contractors and maybe a recognition (Crate 
of beer) 
 
Action: Put together a list of who is on all the different committees – Tom Finlay and 
Douglas Taylor will put it on the notice board. 
 
7. MCDC Update 
The AGM for MCDC is on 27th of October where both Morvern Gemmill and Henriette 
Laidlaw will be present. More of an update next month 
 
8. Food Banks 
With cost of living going up then maybe we should consider how we can help anyone who 
might be struggling. Maybe we have a small shed where people can put things in to for 
others to use. There is a shelf in the hub, which people can put food in. Might speak to Mull 
they have a community fridge, maybe speak to someone there to find out what works. A 
food bank can be both about food support and to reduce food waste.  
Lochaber emergency boxes are available. Highland council has launched a new fund, cost of 
living support, community led support up to 10000 pounds, can be used by the community 
to support the local population, need to consider how we access this fund.  
Sunart are delivering a project which will help local people with sign posting what support is 
available and ensure they get everything they are entitled to. 



Also possibility to arrange a drop in session with experts to look at energy use and waste. 
Contact Lesley from Lochaber waste. 
Citizens Advice bureau in Fort William can do a check on your benefits, and CAB is 
completely independent.  
We do have the hub for people to come to – keep warm and also make use of sharing. 
We also need to ensure the assistance is dignified and that we are not competing with local 
businesses and we should look at how they can be involved.  
Also it is possible that we can use the eco wheels to get hold of excess food.  
 
Action: Jane will also send some info on Funds– also about  supermarket on surplus food.  
Also we will be talking to MCDC to look at what funding is available. 
Funding will come to an end next June.  
 
Action: Jane send some links on what works in other communities and also the welfare 
support available 
 
Action: Janette to work with Tom on what do we need and come up with a solution. Tom 
will have a word with Aled in Fort William. 
 
9. School  
Janette will continue to be parent council representative but will try and get someone else 
involved. As we have lost our teacher as of end of term, we would like to know how 
recruiting is going.  
 
Action: Janette try and recruit another representative to CC. 
 
10.  Primary Care 
How is the recruitment going- can we have an update on locum cover.  
 
Action: Write to get a representative from Highland NHS for next CC meeting.  
Meeting is closed.  
  


